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Director’s Message
One of the most exciting 

parts of being in our start-up 
phase is that everything is “a 
first”. 

In Hartford, our first fall 
brings our first student cohort, 
our first professional-mentor 
cohort, our first kickoff event, 
our first career-readiness 
classes, and our first intern.

There have been many 
exciting “firsts” that have 
reached 
outside of 
Hartford as 
well. Our first 
feature in a 
national 
publication, 
our first road 
trip to meet 
innovative 
nonprofit 
leaders in other cities, and our 
first crowdfunding win. 

All of these firsts would 
not be possible without the 
enthusiasm, energy and backing 
of our ever-growing Jr. 
Apprentice family. We are so 
grateful to you, our first fans 
and supporters.  

-Lauren A. Silverstein

Introducing the 2013-2014 Jr. Apprentices! 
We are thrilled to welcome the Bulkeley juniors selected to be part of the 
2013-2014 Jr. Apprentice cohort. To be considered, all applicants submitted 
written applications and were interviewed. Selections were made based on the 
student’s GPA, letters of recommendation and the extent to which he/she 
demonstrated the “4 I’s”: Independence, Initiative, Integrity & Imagination. 

Who are the 2013-2014 Jr. Apprentices? 

• Fifteen juniors at Bulkeley 
High School

• 8 male students, 7 female 
students 

• 10 students speak more than 
one language fluently 

• Average GPA: 3.0 
• Career interests include: 

business, electrician, nursing, 
sports, social work, law and more! 

 APPRENTICE JR. 
! DEVELOPING!THE!FUTURE!WORKFORCE!

THROUGH!WORK!EXPERIENCE!

“I am interested in Jr. Apprentice 
because I believe that I can achieve 

bi"er things...I believe Jr. Apprentice 
can help me achieve greatness.” 

“The Jr. Apprentice opportunity is 

important to me because I know it’s 

difficult to find a job at my age...this is 

giving me a great chance...This wi$ help 

me in the future.” 
2013-2014 Jr. Apprentices from left to right: 
Farhiyo Abdirizak, Tiffany Serrano, Nashae Crawford, 
Lesly Otero, Vivica Rivera-Diaz, Amina Huric, Samir 
Mustafic, Brandon Maleek-Williams, Vijay Sarran, Mario 
Jaimes, Angel Mangual, Javier Garcia, Domaine Edwards. 
Missing: Jesus Colon, Taymarra Millan. 
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BULKELEY HIGH SCHOOL CORNER: MEET MARIO!  
Hi! My name is Mario. I live in Hartford, CT with my three brothers and both my parents.  I am 
currently a junior at Bulkeley High School. I enjoy almost every sport except baseball. My favorite 
sport is soccer. I am currently the captain of the Junior Varsity soccer team at Bulkeley.  My favorite 
soccer team is the Mexican national soccer team. Even though they are not going through a good 
time, they are still my favorite team. 

My favorite school subjects are history, international studies and gym.  One of my biggest goals is to 
attend college and graduate so that I can be the first in the family to finish college. Then, the 
struggle that my parents had to come to the US isn’t going to be worthless. During the summer I 
worked at a carwash which was very difficult. From that experience I knew that it is not what I 
want for my future and that if I don’t try hard in school, that is going to be my life. I applied to Jr. 
Apprentice because it is a really interesting and challenging program and also to gain work 
experience and develop communication skills before college.

 

INTRODUCING THE 2013-2014 PROFESSIONAL-MENTOR COHORT

We are excited to welcome such a diverse, committed and 
caring group of professional-mentors. Within the first few 
months, we exceeded our goal in applications and selected 
those who made the most compelling cases for high-quality 
student apprenticeships and personal mentorship. 

Our professional-mentors represent several industries: small 
business & entrepreneurship, financial services, education & 
youth development, healthcare, technology, digital media & 
design, nonprofit management, library services, and policy & 
advocacy.  We will feature a different professional mentor in 
each newsletter so you can better acquaint yourself with our 

incredible local industry leaders.  

Prosser Public Library

COMPASS Youth 
Collaborative 

Urban Reach Institute

Meet Professional-Mentor 
Dr. Fichman

Dr. Richard Fichman 
was born in the North 
End of Hartford.  He 
attended community 
college (evenings) and 
worked various jobs, 
with the goal of 
becoming a doctor.  
After receiving training 
in ophthalmology he 
was appointed Chief of Ophthalmology 
and Associate Professor in NYC, however 
his childhood home kept beckoning him.

In 1984, he opened The Fichman Eye 
Center.  His newest center opened in 
2012 on Albany Avenue, two blocks from 
his childhood home. His philosophy is to 
bring the best medical care to his patients 
with the "human touch". In 1991, Dr. 
Fichman developed a new technique for 
cataract surgery which eliminated painful 
needle injections. Over 50 million patients 
have benefitted from this advance. Other 
accolades include performing the first 
LASIK in CT. 

Dr. Fichman is grateful for the 
opportunities he has had in Hartford and 
would like to encourage as many 
youngsters as he can to follow their 
dreams.  To that end he sponsors a 
scholarship at the University of 
Hartford for students in the Upper Albany 
neighborhood and participates in many 
community organizations.

Likes: soccer, tennis, 
hanging out with friends/
family, traveling, fixing 
computers, the drums
Dislikes: peanut butter, 
people who disrespect their 
elders, bullying
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Kicking off the year
Celebrating our Jr. Apprentices, their families, our professional-

mentors & our community supporters
On October 22, over 60 people came together at Bulkeley 
High School to celebrate our newest student and mentor 
cohorts. The Jr. Apprentices, their families, our professional-
mentors and community supporters gathered to kickoff the 
2013-2014 year. Principal Greene welcomed the group, and 
after a brief introduction by Director Lauren Silverstein, all 
students spoke about why they applied to Jr. Apprentice. 
Then, professional-mentor (and Bulkeley alum!) John Pedraza 
of State Farm explained why he applied to host an apprentice. 
All community supporters were also recognized at this event. 
Read press coverage in the Hartford Courant here. 

http://articles.courant.com/2013-10-26/community/hcrs-81368-hartford-20131024_1_bulkeley-high-school-hartford-consortium-joey-garlic
http://articles.courant.com/2013-10-26/community/hcrs-81368-hartford-20131024_1_bulkeley-high-school-hartford-consortium-joey-garlic
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COLLECTIVE IMPACT: PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP PROVIDES TOP 
NOTCH LEGAL SERVICES 

Think nonprofits can’t have access to the best 
legal services? Think again! 
The Hartford Consortium for Higher Education was 
accepted as a client of the Pro Bono Partnership. The 
mission of the Pro Bono Partnership is to “provide 
business and transactional legal services to nonprofit 
organizations serving the disadvantaged or enhancing 
the quality of life in neighborhoods in New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut...The Partnership annually 
recruits and mobilizes hundreds of attorneys from 
major corporations and law firms to donate their time 
and expertise on behalf of its nonprofit clients...” 

As a program of the Consortium, Jr. Apprentice was 
matched with S. Anita Stone, Assistant General Counsel 
at UTC Aerospace Systems. Anita has been with UTC 
since November 2011.  Prior to joining UTC, Anita was 
an associate at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP in New York City.  

Anita has been active in the pro bono 
community throughout her legal career.  
She was an active volunteer with Lawyers 
Alliance for New York and served on the 
Associates Advisory Board of Lawyers 
Alliance for New York as its first 
President until the end of 2012. Anita 
began volunteering with the Pro Bono 
Partnership when she moved to 
Connecticut and has enjoyed working with wonderful 
clients such as the Hartford Consortium for Higher 
Education. 

For Jr. Apprentice, Anita drafted participation waivers 
for both the professional-mentors and students’ 
families.  Thank you, Anita for all your assistance! 
 

FUNDING UPDATE: FIRST CROWDFUNDING WIN, NEW 
COMCAST SPONSOR 

You can give teens the 
opportunity to be a Jr. 
Apprentice. 

By sponsoring a Jr. Apprentice, 
you are ensuring their 
apprenticeship is paid, 
transportation is covered, and 
course materials provided. 

Please visit JrApprentice.org to 
make a tax-deductible 
donation. 

This past August, thanks to many of YOU, Jr. Apprentice won its first 
crowdfunding competition. With a goal of $1000 - $20 from 50 donors - we 
reached $1,094! Thanks to all of you for your support. Our Jr. Apprentice family 
nearly tripled in size. 

We are also excited to announce a partnership with Comcast. Jr. Apprentice 
received a grant from Comcast, making the digital media industry leader our 
newest sponsor. 

Comcast is very invested in our local community, specifically with hopes to 
bridge the digital media divide by providing 
affordable internet and computers to low-income 
families and children. Read more about this 
partnership and their Internet Essentials program in 
the recent press release. Thank you Comcast! 

Karen Perham-Lippman of Comcast with Lauren 
Silverstein and several Jr. Apprentices

Attorney S. Anita Stone 

7 of our 15 Jr. Apprentices 
are funded...can you help?

http://jrapprentice.org/donate/
http://jrapprentice.org/donate/
http://www.metrohartford.com/newsroom/alliance-news/2013/10/03/jr.-apprentice-receives-comast-grant-for-2013-teen-apprenticeships
http://www.metrohartford.com/newsroom/alliance-news/2013/10/03/jr.-apprentice-receives-comast-grant-for-2013-teen-apprenticeships


JR. APPRENTICE NEWSLETTER! ISSUE NO. 2 - FALL 2013

! PAGE 5

Upcoming Events
November 11, 2013

Resume workshop for all Jr. Apprentices.

November 15, 2013

All apprenticeship descriptions submitted 
by professional-mentors and shared with 
students. 

November 25, 2013

Mock Interview workshop lead by 
Goodwin College Career Services staff. 

December 2013

Annual campaign begins. 

December 2013

End-of-semester celebration for all Jr. 
Apprentices. 

January 3-12 2014

Apprentice interviews with professional- 
mentors 

January 13 - 31, 2013

Apprentices “matched” to workplaces. 
Trial period begins. 

Did you know? 
1. ...The Employment & Training Reporter featured Jr. Apprentice. ETR 
shares timely information about workforce trends, needs and initiatives with a 
national audience. Read the article about Jr. Apprentice here. 

2. ...We brought on an intern. Holly Yermal, a senior at Trinity 
College recently joined our team. Holly is majoring in Urban 
Studies and American Studies and brings experience working in 
education and non-profits. Originally from Wellesley, MA, she is 
very interested in education equity & non-profit management. 
Welcome Holly! 
 
3. ...Jr. Apprentice made its debut in Delaware and 
Philadelphia. 

Lauren Silverstein met with non-
profit leaders in Wilmington, DE 
and Philadelphia, PA to share best 
practices. These organizations 
include: West End Neighborhood 
House, TechImpact, Teach for 
America, Barclay’s, Food Bank of 
Delaware, Philadelphia Youth 
Forum and Spark. On September 28, 
Jr. Apprentice was the honored 
program at a wine and cheese event 
in Newark, DE. Thanks to Jack, 
Carla and Leni Markell for 
coordinating and organizing this 
visit. 

4. ...We were approved as a Google nonprofit. As a Google nonprofit, Jr. 
Apprentice and the Hartford Consortium for Higher Education can benefit from 
many great resources and services, including being featured on the One Today app. 

Friends in Newark, DE gather to learn about Jr. Apprentice.

http://jrapprentice.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/etr-article.pdf
http://jrapprentice.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/etr-article.pdf
http://www.westendnh.org
http://www.westendnh.org
http://www.westendnh.org
http://www.westendnh.org
http://techimpact.org
http://techimpact.org
https://www.teachforamerica.org/where-we-work/delaware
https://www.teachforamerica.org/where-we-work/delaware
https://www.teachforamerica.org/where-we-work/delaware
https://www.teachforamerica.org/where-we-work/delaware
http://group.barclays.com/home
http://group.barclays.com/home
http://www.fbd.org
http://www.fbd.org
http://www.fbd.org
http://www.fbd.org
http://www.pyninc.org
http://www.pyninc.org
http://www.pyninc.org
http://www.pyninc.org
http://sparkprogram.org
http://sparkprogram.org
http://www.google.com/onetoday/
http://www.google.com/onetoday/

