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Emerging Partnership 

In February, Jr. Apprentice began collaborating with Capital Workforce Partners (CWP) and 

the Hartford Public School Internship Program in an effort to create a stronger internship 

experience for our 2016-2017 Jr. Apprentice and CWP cohorts. The CWP students have 

joined our weekly career-readiness class at Bulkeley, and, therefore, will be exposed to this 

curriculum. Jr. Apprentice will engage new host sites through this partnership including the 

YMCA of Metropolitan Hartford, the Hispanic Health Council, the Hartford Community Trust, 

the Hartford Boxing Center, Atlas Behavioral Health, and the Law office of Kenneth Krayeske. 

We are thrilled to develop this new partnership and work with these new students and 

professional-mentors. 

 

 

Alumni Spotlights 

 

Raejon Gaines, a 2014 Jr. Apprentice alum, is currently studying criminal justice at Mitchell 

College. He recalls that he “was in the mindset of giving up on school, because (my) life is 



 

already trashed,” when he first heard about Jr. Apprentice. As he was considering the 

program, he was mostly motivated by the money. However, he was nervous because the 

program requires good attendance and grades. Raejon decided to put in the effort. He got 

better grades, started to dress up for school, recognized the value of the internship and was 

very successful at his apprenticeship with URISE, a computer programming and 

entrepreneurship program lead by Alice Turner.  

 

As a proud alum of the program, Raejon’s biggest critique was that the program should be 

expanded. “I wish the program was everywhere and it was a lot bigger,” he said. “Students 

will love it.” 

 

Amina Huric, a 2013 Jr. Apprentice graduate, is currently studying elementary education at 

Central Connecticut State University. She "always thought that (she) would be a counselor 

or school social worker, but after (her) junior year, when (she) worked with OPMAD 

(Organized Parents Make a Difference), (she) discovered that (she) loved working with 

kindergartners in the classroom." During her three-month internship, she shadowed a 

classroom instructor, mentored kindergartners and learned about classroom management.  

 

During her freshman year at CCSU, Amina searched for jobs in after school programs. She 



 

was feeling discouraged, when she came across an OPMAD job opening. They called her in 

for an interview and the rest is history. Working as a classroom instructor, she crafts lesson 

plans, leads the class in educational activities and collaborates with coworkers on program 

development. These opportunities to build experience and make professional connections 

can offer greater opportunities for our students in the future. 

  

 

 

Microsoft Career Day 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

We had a great experience with Mike, a community development specialist for 

Microsoft. He taught our Pathways Academy of Technology and Design, and 

Bulkeley High School students about the different job and training opportunities 

through Microsoft. He gave a history and highlights of Microsoft's work since its 

founding in 1975. He gave tips on how to prepare for their interviews. At the end, 

we even got to play a round of jeopardy and some students tried out the store's 

virtual reality technology. One of our students, Ta-John, said that this was his 

favorite field trip yet. 

Thanks to Junior Achievement of Southwest New England for setting this job 

shadow day up! 

 

 



 

 

Our 2016-2017 Host Site Visits 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Top left: Night Fall with Anne Cubberly, the artistic director, and Rachel Wallace, her Jr. Apprentice; Top right: 

Organized Parents Make a Difference with Jeanette Rivera, the on-site coordinator, and Kathryn McLean, her 

Jr. Apprentice. Bottom left: the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities with Spencer Hill, CHRO 

attorney, and Merceda McClain and Luis Gonzalez, his two Jr. Apprentices. Bottom right: the Wadsworth 

Atheneum with Anne Rice, the Georgette Auerbach Koopman Director of Education, and Johanna Miller, 

the School & Teacher Programs Specialist, and Lena Lac, their Jr. Apprentice. 

 

We are so grateful to the incredible Hartford professionals and organizations that are 

committed to investing in our youth and have volunteered to host an apprentice this spring. 

Throughout March, Carla Hawkins, the Program Director, and Rachel Litvin, the Program 

Coordinator, visited all eighteen partnering apprenticeship sites. Our students are gaining such 

meaningful experiences, because of their dedicated professional-mentors. We look forward to 

celebrating them all at our upcoming graduation event at the Wadsworth Atheneum on May 

11th. 



 

 

Jr. Apprentice 2016-2017 Graduation 
 

Want to get involved? 

• Join our advisory board, a team of individuals who feel passionate about 

investing in our youth, the future workforce 

• Host a 3-month apprenticeship at your place of work 
• Sponsor a Jr. Apprentice student 

 

Jr. Apprentice would like to extend its gratitude to all those individuals, 

foundations and corporations that have donated time and funding to support our 
mission to develop Hartford's future workforce. Your continuous support and 

commitment allows us to further our work and make a difference in the lives of 
Hartford youth. A special thank you to Kate Hayden, Adam Marks, Karen 

Paulson, and Tracy Williams, members of our advisory board, who helped us 
engage new funders, and to Betty Ann Grady at the Hartford Foundation for 

Public Giving for connecting us with potential donors. 

On May 11th, we are hosting our fourth annual graduation ceremony at the Wadsworth Atheneum 

Museum of Art from 5:30pm-7:30pm. For information regarding museum directions and parking, 

visit thewadsworth.org. Supporters, community members, students and alumni of the program are 

invited to celebrate the program and its students. Appetizers will be served from Salute’s. 

  

The event will celebrate the students and the program’s success over the past four years. Carla 

Hawkins, the Program Director, is looking forward to the event, stating that “we are excited to 

celebrate our youth' s accomplishments and the support of all our mentors and community 

supporters that make Jr. Apprentice a success and are vital to the development of Hartford's future 

workforce.” The program itself will touch upon the impact and history of the program. 

  

The evening will begin with student presentations about their internship experiences. Attendees will 

hear about their challenges, takeaways and accomplishments. It will commence in the Wadsworth 

Atheneum’s Aetna Theater, where Anne Rice, the museum’s Georgette Auerbach 

Koopman Director of Education, will give welcoming remarks. Followed by an address from the 

Program Director. Students will receive their graduation certificates and a laptop donated by 

Computer Science Corporation in Newington. Each student will invite their mentor to join them, and 

recognize them with a gift. 

 

 


